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Rochelle Kotek  
CENTRE DIRECTOR 
 
Rochelle’s administrative career spans more than tw o decades and includes roles with 
the Jewish Agency in Israel and a variety of commun al organisations in Australia 
including the Zionist Federation, the Australian In stitute of Jewish Affairs, and the 
Australia Israel Chamber of Commerce. Rochelle has a Bachelor of Arts with a 
psychology major, speaks fluent Hebrew and has gain ed experience as an informal 
Jewish educator with Yad Vashem, the Jewish Student  Union and the United Jewish 
Education Board. Rochelle is the mother of two girl s. Her daughter Timna graduated 
from Buddies in 2009 and her youngest – Shenhav - a ttends our Junior Kinder in 2010.  
 
 

 
 

Jodie Becker 
COOK 
 
Jodie studied Hospitality at William Angliss, has m anaged the Yavneh school tuckshop, 
and owned and operated her own suburban café. She i s a graduate of Mount Scopus 
College and has spent a year living in Israel… not once, but twice! Jodie is a qualified 
Food Safety Supervisor and under her management, th e Buddies kitchen has been 
awarded a Five Star Food Safety Rating by Glen Eira  Council for the past three years 
running. Jodie is a mother of three. Her daughter M olly graduated from Buddies in 2009 
and her youngest son – Jackson – attends our Senior  Kinder in 2010.   
 
 

 
 

Lisa Ezekiel 
SENIOR ROOM CLASS TEACHER 
 
Lisa has a Bachelor of Early Childhood Education fr om Melbourne University and has 
been working with children for the past ten years i n a variety of roles including 
Integration Aid and Centre Director. This experienc e, together with her studies, has 
given her practical and theoretical grounding and a llowed her to develop strong skills 
in leadership, curriculum planning, parent liaison and support, and classroom 
management. Lisa is a graduate of Mount Scopus Coll ege.  
 
 

 

Belinda Kay 
JUNIOR ROOM CLASS TEACHER 
 
Belinda has a Diploma in Community Services from Ho mesglen Tafe and more than 20 
years experience working with children in a variety  of settings, including Long Day 
Care, Family Day Care, and Outside School Hours Car e. Before teaching, Belinda 
worked as a nanny in Australia and overseas. She ha s since taught in public and 
private centres across Melbourne, and in primary sc hools with the United Jewish 
Education Board (UJEB). Belinda is a mother of two.   
 
 

 
 

Ilanit Bourke 
SUPPORT TEACHER, HEBREW TEACHER 
 
Ilanit has a Diploma of Community Services from Gri ffith Tafe and 15 years experience 
working with children in early childhood settings i n Victoria and New South Wales, most 
recently at Gilly’s Early Learning Centre in East S t Kilda. Ilanit was born and raised in 
Israel. She speaks fluent Hebrew and is a mother of  two.  
 

 
 



 

Rozlyn Iosad 
ASSISTANT 
 
Roz deferred from Bachelor studies at RMIT to pursu e a teaching career. She is 
currently undertaking her Certificate III in Childr en’s Services and plans to continue with 
Diploma studies to gain teacher qualifications. Bef ore joining Buddies, Roz gained 
experience running after-school-care activities and  working in retail/ customer service 
roles. Roz is a graduate of Beth Rivka College, spe aks Russian and visited Israel for the 
first time in 2008.  
 
 

 

Sveta Davidov 
ASSISTANT 
 
Since moving to Australia from Israel in 2008, Svet a has gained her Certificate III in 
Children’s Services from Homesglen and is currently  undertaking Diploma studies to 
gain teacher qualifications. With two younger broth ers – and a third on the way! – 
Sveta has been taking care of children all her life !  Sveta speaks fluent English, Hebrew 
and Russian. 
 
 
 

 

Jane Sawan 
ASSISTANT 
 
Jane discovered a passion for working with young ch ildren and their families whilst 
studying for a Diploma of Youth Work at Homesglen I nstitute and completing a 
placement with children with language and learning disorders. She has since worked 
as a home carer and in a variety of customer servic e/ retail roles. Jane will commence 
studies for the Certificate III in Child Care this year.   
 
 

 

Naomi Rubinstein 
RELIEF TEACHER 
 
Naomi has a Diploma of Children’s Services from Swi nburne Institute of Technology 
and more than seven years experience working in kin dergartens, long day care 
centres and outside-school-hours-care settings acro ss inner Melbourne. Naomi dabbles 
in Yiddish, can recognise a Hebrew word or three an d after visiting Israel for three 
weeks in 2007, is looking for an excuse to return a nd stay longer.  
 
 

 
 

 

Samantha & Darren Bihary 
CENTRE FOUNDERS & OWNERS 
 
Husband and wife team Sam and Darren Bihary have he ld a variety of senior 
corporate and community leadership roles and have m ore than ten years experience 
in informal Jewish education. Sam has held senior m anagement positions with DDB 
Needham, Simplot Australia and Spotlight Stores, ru n an online retail business and 
worked as a teacher with the United Jewish Educatio n Board (UJEB). Darren has been 
a Project Manager and a Business Development Manage r across multiple industries, 
and currently operates his own Building & Renovatio ns business. He has strong youth 
movement experience and has led programs in Israel and Russia. The Biharys’ bring 
experience in administration, human resources, mark eting and management and 
involve themselves passionately in every aspect of centre operations. Two Bihary 
children have already graduated from Buddies, with the youngest enrolled to 
commence in 2011. 

 


